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50 minutes
	40%

30%

30%


SECTION ONE:  WRITTEN COMPREHENSION
Suggested working time for Section One:  80 minutes



(40 Marks)

This section contains THREE texts.  There are TWO questions.  You must read all three texts and answer both questions.

This section of the examination assesses your ability to read and understand texts, to comment on meanings and effects, and to explain how they achieve these effects.

The three texts in this section of the paper comment on the changing nature of Australian society.  Each extract is from a different source.  The first is from a newspaper, the second is the beginning of a short story, and the third is taken from a  book which discusses Australia and its people.

QUESTION ONE
Outline  the observations made in each passage about the effects of immigration on Australian society.  As you explain the main ideas point out the similarities and differences between them.

(20 Marks)

QUESTION TWO
Choose one of the texts.  Identify the techniques and devices that have been used to position readers.

(20 Marks)

SECTION TWO:
PRINT COMMENT
Suggested working time for Section Two:   50 Minutes


(30 Marks)

In this section of the examination you are required to write an essay which refers in detail to at least one PRINT text.  Where appropriate you may make references to other texts, either print or non-print.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the Comprehension Passages from Section One.
Choose ONE of the following PRINT COMMENT questions.

______________________________________________________________________________

1. Looking for Alibrandi  and Harp in the South are both set in Sydney but during different eras.  Discuss the changes in social conditions, as depicted in these texts, that have taken place in the last 50 years.  Refer to examples from both texts as you write your response.

2. Making the change from childhood to independence and adulthood is often fraught with conflict.  Discuss the way in which the main character from a novel that you have studied in class this year deals with the conflicts that arise on the journey towards independence and adulthood.

3. Relationships are important to all of us.  Discuss the manner in which at least one poet has presented this issue to a particular audience.  You may choose any type of human relationship but be sure to comment on the theme, construction and overall effect of the texts you choose to analyse.

4. The values and attitudes of a society are reflected in its literature.  Choose at least one text that you have studied in class this year.  By referring to examples from the text comment on the way in which the values and attitudes of society have been presented to the audience.

SECTION THREE:
NON-PRINT COMMENT
Suggested working time for Section Three:   50 Minutes


(30 marks)

In this section of the examination you are required to write an essay which refers in detail to at least one NON-PRINT text.  Where appropriate you may make references to other texts, either print or non-print.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the non-print version of a print text discussed in your answer to Section Two.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the Comprehension Passages from Section One.
Choose ONE of the following NON-PRINT COMMENT questions.

______________________________________________________________________________

1. "Conventions and techniques shape the values and attitudes presented in a text".  Discuss this statement in relation to a non-print text you have studied this year.

2. To what extent is it acceptable for current affairs programmes to use techniques that work on our emotions?

Answer the question in relation to at least one current affairs item you have seen and refer to specific techniques used (such as music, lighting, narrative techniques etc).

3. "News: it gives us the whole truth and nothing but the truth about the world".

Referring to one or more sources of news you've studied this year, write an essay in which you agree or disagree with this statement.

4. "Values and attitudes can be readily identified in a medium such as advertising, where consumers are being urged to buy a product, adopt a lifestyle, and take up an attitude".

Choose ONE of the following advertisements.  Identify the values and attitudes being presented and explain how codes and conventions have been used to construct these values and attitudes and shape audience response.
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